
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 11/29/22 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Is 11:1-10 
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17  (Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever) 
Rom 15:4-9 
Mt 3:1-12 

GOSPEL: 
• John the Baptist in the desert of Judea - fulfills a prophecy of Isaiah 

• He is preaching repentance.  Why?  What is he inviting the people to do? 
• Nice outfit - why this garb?  What’s up with that food? Ick! 

• Many coming to him to be baptized.  What was Baptism in that time?  See how it is connected to 
an admission of sin.  Why need to admit it? 

• Pharisees and Sadducees also coming. Why? 
• He demands action to prove the repentance, not good enough just to say it. 
• You can’t just rest on who you are, or on some sign of favor - you must do something. 

• He predicts one coming after him who is mighty, who will baptize with water and fire?  What? 
• What is the reason for the image of the threshing floor? 

FIRST READING: 
• On that day … What day? The new sprout (from the same stump David came from) 
• The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him. How so? 
• He will judge (see the connection to the Gospel?) - and it will be fair and just. 
• The wicked shall not make out so well, he will even the score. How will he do this? 
• Look at the image of peace that he will being.  Enemies not fighting.  The natural needs of the 

Lion so well fulfilled that he does not need to eat the sheep. 
• Where is the place of evening the score, where is the place of peace that he brings? 

• The root will send out a call to all nations - all may gather and are invited. 
• Invited, but you must repent? 

SECOND READING: 
• He is calling for them to be in harmony with one another.  Holding to the same hope. 
• Welcome others as Christ welcomes you … how is that? 
• The message, the promise, the hope is not just for one people. 

• There is a universal call going on here, and it was always meant to be so. 
• How does one respond to the call? 

—-Closing Prayer 


